
Prepare I-140 Petition
Strategize, obtain and 

prepare supporting docs
for petition (evidence,

employer ability to pay,
employees education,

work history, immigration
status). 

File I-140 Petition 
with USCIS

EB-1: Extraordinary Ability
EB-2: Advanced Degree or
Exceptional Ability
EB-3: Professionals, Skilled
Workers, and Other
Unskilled Workers

If Approved
Determine if Priority Date

(PD) is current.
If yes, move to Step 3- PR. 
If no, wait until current &
continue to renew status.

If RFE
Prepare response.

If Denied
Reconsider options.

Prepare & file AOS
package w/ USCIS.

Travel restrictions.

Biometrics
appointment.

Work / Travel Permit
(EAD/AP)

 
(100 + days post filling)

Interview at USCIS
(possible, not always)

If Approved
Green Card Issued.

If RFE
Prepare response.

If Denied
Reconsider options.

National Visa Center
(NVC) receives file 

& creates case.

Pay NVC Fee, Gather
& File docs to NVC. 

NVC confirms
documentarily

qualified.

Medical Exam &
Biometrics.

Interview at U.S.
Consulate abroad.

If Approved 
Immigrant Visa issued.

Travel to U.S. 
Green Card Issued.

If Denied
Reconsider options. 

Adjustment of
 Status (AOS)  

in U.S.
(Most Common Option)

Consulate 
Processing

Abroad
(Another Option) 

 
GREEN CARD PROCESS 

 
GREEN CARD PROCESS 

3-STEP 
EMPLOYMENT-BASED

PERM 
Labor Certification

I-140
Immigrant Worker

Petition

Permanent Residence

Phase 1:
Prevailing Wage 

Determination (PWD) 
Define job opportunity.

Obtain evidence.
File request with DOL.

 Phase 2:
Recruitment 

Test the US labor market.
Determine if can proceed.

 Phase 3:
PERM Application

File with DOL
Priority Date Set

If Certified
Move to Step 2: I-140.

If Audit
Prepare response.

If Denied 
Reconsider options.

STEP 1: STEP 2: STEP 3:

Two options 
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Disclaimer: This material is not intended to substitute as legal advice. 

For more information: go to USCIS Priority Dates & DOS Visa Bulletin

https://www.marksgray.com/
mailto:immigrationgroup@marksgray.com
https://www.uscis.gov/green-card/green-card-processes-and-procedures/visa-availability-and-priority-dates
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/legal/visa-law0/visa-bulletin.html

