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Analyze applicant’s educational credentials /
work experience

• Applicant has required NAFTA credentials?
• License required?
• Visa Screen required?

*This material is only a general overview of the TN process and is not intended to substitute as legal advice.

Confirm applicant’s nationality
Mexican? Canadian?

Consider application abroad 
or USCIS

If applying abroad

Canadians - visa exempt, apply at designated ports of entry (POE)
Mexicans - visa required, then apply at designated POE 

Average processing time: a few hours to a few weeks

If applying through USCIS

Average processing times: 5-7 months

Premium processing: 15 days for 
gov’t fee of $1,225

Filing

USCIS, POE or consular post

Determine job title, requirements and duties
Is occupation listed in Appendix 1603.D.1 of NAFTA?

Evaluation of other evidence / facts:

• Applicant’s immigration history and plans
• Immigrant intent?
• Dependents?
• Filing Timeline

TN approval Beneficiary can begin working
for employer 

Beneficiary completes immigration 
questionnaire and provides 

supporting evidence 
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