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Outline strategy, filing 
timeline, information 

and documents required

Marriage based 
interview (4-5 

months post-filing)

Giselle Carson, Esq. | Shareholder
Business Immigration and Compliance

1200 Riverplace Boulevard, Suite 800
Jacksonville, FL 32207

Gcarson@marksgray.com
Tel: (904) 398 - 0900

Strategy session

Has marriage 
occurred?

Begin preparing 
I-130/AOS portfolio

Applicants complete 
immigration and 

background 
questionnaire, and 
schedule medical

Prepare support letters,
Photographs, financial 

affidavit and evidence in 
support of a bona-fide 

marriage

Complete 
medical exam

Final review of 
documents

File petition with 
USCIS

Receive Receipt 
Notice (1-2 weeks 

post-filing)

Complete 
biometrics (3-4 

weeks post-filing)

Receive EAD 
(Employment 
Authorization 

Document)/AP 
(Advanced 

Parole) (90 days 
post-filing)

Receive “green card”

Prepare a response

Consider re-filing or appealing

Approved

RFE

Denied

*This material is only a general overview of the process and is not intended to substitute as legal advice.

NOTES:

- If married < 2 years when card is 
issued, 2-year conditional “green-
card” will be issued.

- After 3 years of marriage to U.S. 
citizen spouse, can apply for U.S. 
citizenship.

-Unmarried children (under 21) 
require their own I-130/AOS process. 
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