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Analyze and consider

• Substantial investment
• Source of investment funds (controlled by 

applicant)
• Funds must be committed
• Real, active and operating business 
• Employment of US workers 
• Role of investor - direct and control 
• Business plan drafting 

*This material is only a general overview of the E-2 process and is not intended to substitute as legal advice.

Confirm applicant’s nationality
National of a treaty country?

Evaluation of other evidence / facts

• Applicant’s immigration history and plans 
• Immigrant intent?
• Dependents? (Benefit - EAD for spouse)
• Filing timeline 

Consider application 
abroad or USCIS

If applying abroad

File DS-160/156E & extensive supporting evidence

Average processing time: a few weeks 

Determine if buying existing business or 
creating new business

Analyze applicant's background 

• Educational and work experience
• Experience as business owner

E-2 Approval 

If applying through USCIS

File I-129 and E supplement & extensive supporting evidence 

Average processing times: 5-6 months

Premium processing: 15 days for gov’t fee of $1,225

If applicant is outside the U.S.,
our team will guide and assist with the visa application 

at a U.S. consulate abroad. 

If applicant is in the U.S.,
in valid status, applicant can begin working.
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